
Class of 2021
Walton College Application

Informational Session



Who is your school counselor?

 A-Ch Laura Clary

 Ci-G Betsy Alpert

 H-K Donna Dunham

 L-N Erica Watford

 O-Sl Tina Harwood

 Sm-Z Lisa Fay



New School 
Counseling Website

 https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/

https://www.waltonhighcounseling.com/


Follow WHS 
School 
Counseling 
on Social 
Media



Counseling Personnel

Laurel Gross

 College Advisor, College Rep. Visits, Scholarships

 Email Mrs. Gross to set up a virtual appointment.

Melissa Schrenk

 Registrar, Records Room



Lesson Overview

 Post-secondary options

College admissions factors

Building a college list

Military

 Naviance

 College application process

 Scholarships and financial aid

 X2Vol

 Naviance Demonstration
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Extracurricular 
Activities

Essays

Letters of 
Recommendation

Demonstrated 
Interest



1.This is an example text. Go ahead and replace it with 

your own text This is an example text.
2.This is an example text. Go ahead and replace it 

with your own text This is an example text.

“Likely schools” are schools you will almost 

definitely get into because your academic 

credentials are much better than the typical range 

for their freshman class.

Apply to 1 or 2

REACH SCHOOLS

Apply to 2 or 3

MATCH SCHOOLS

Apply to at least 1

SAFETY SCHOOLS

“Match schools” are schools where your 

academic credentials fall within or perhaps 

slightly exceed the school’s range for the 

freshman class. 

“Reach schools” are those where your 

academic credentials fall below the school’s 

range for the freshman class. 



Points to Consider

 Check Admissions Requirements

 Most colleges only consider academic classes when 
calculating GPAs.

 Colleges want students who show an interest in their 
school.

 Weighted and unweighted GPAs will be reported on 
the transcript.

 Class rank will not be included on transcripts or 
reported on secondary reports.



Apply to College

 Complete and submit your applications as directed by the college.

 If a college has several application options, choose the one that 
streamlines the process for you!

 No preference is given to one application over the other

 Many Georgia colleges will direct you to the GAFutures website set up an 
account before you can complete an application

 Take your time completing your application and essays – this is a very 
important step!

 Continue to monitor your application status after you have applied.



Understanding Application Types

 Early Decision (I &II) : Binding 
 Cannot apply early to other colleges, can apply regular decision 

 Early Action: Non-Binding 
 Can apply early to other colleges, can apply regular decision 

 Single Choice/Restricted Early Action: Non-Binding 
 Cannot apply early to other colleges, can apply regular decision 

 Rolling Admission 
 Open admission, no specific deadline 

 Regular Decision 
 Deadline date established by the institution 

 Priority Deadline 



Impacts of COVID-19 on College Admissions

 Standardized Testing

 Priority Given to Seniors for Upcoming SAT/ACT Administrations

 Additional Test Dates

 Test Optional- What does this mean for you?

 College Visits

 Demonstrated Interest will be impacted

 Check the College Websites for Virtual Opportunities

 COVID-19 Essay Question

 The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted the lives and postsecondary plans for many 
students. We want to reduce anxiety for applicants affected by these events and provide 
them with a way to share their experience with colleges and universities.

 College Deadlines and Requirements

 Colleges are constantly adjusting deadlines and requirements. Plese continue to check 
the college’s website for the most up-to-date information.



Information for College Applications

 Class Size of the Class of 2021: 669 Students

 Cobb County school district does not rank students.

 Our grading scale is a weighted 4.0 scale.

 Waive your rights when requesting recommendations!



Two –year college options can include:

 Core academic classes that are prerequisites for a traditional four-year college 
degree program

 General coursework and practical hands-on training to provide a concentrated 
curriculum in a specific career field

 Examples: Georgia State University – Perimeter and Chattahoochee Technical 
College

 Technical College System of Georgia offers 600 career programs – many considered 
high demand careers in the fields of:

❖ Business 

❖ Cyber & Technology

❖ Engineering Technology

❖ Film

❖ Healthcare & Nursing

 Click here for information: www.TCSG.edu

❖ Industrial Technologies

❖ Personal & Public Service Technologies

❖ Public Safety

❖ Transportation & Logistics

https://tcsg.edu/workforce-development/high-demand-career-initiative/


Two-Year Colleges & Technical Colleges

 See if the SAT/ACT is required- may take the 

Accuplacer Exam instead- check with each 

individual school

 Two-year school requirements - 2.0 GPA, 2 

World Languages plus all Georgia 

graduation requirements



Military/Armed Forces

 Military Enlistment

o High school diploma is required

o Take the ASVAB

o Make contact with branch recruiter

o Request your transcript in May

 Service Academies

o Highly selective

o Require endorsement by a member of Congress or Senate

 ROTC Scholarship Programs

On-campus for college classes, training/service requirements on campus and 
off-campus on some weekends and breaks

Service requirement after graduation



Naviance

NAVIANCE IS A DELIVERY SYSTEM 
AND COLLEGE/CAREER SEARCH ENGINE



Logging into Naviance

 You can access Naviance from the Walton website (www.waltonhigh.org).

o Click on the baseball at the top right of the Walton homepage

 If you’re on a CCSD computer, then you will be automatically 

logged into Naviance.

 To log into Naviance from home, you will use the following:

User Name: Password:

Microsoft 365

User Name

Microsoft 365

Password



Naviance Student Homepage



Enter Your Email Address

We need your email address so we can 
communicate important information with 
you. Please get in the habit of checking email 
frequently. 

1. Click on the “About Me” link at the top. 

2. Click on “My Account.” 

3. Click on the Pencil Icon in the “Contact 
Information Box.” 

4. Enter your email address. 

5. Click “Save.” 



You can also use Naviance for…

❖ College and Career Planning

❖ Resume Building

❖ Communicating with your Counselor

❖ Scholarship Searches

❖ Student sign up for Walton virtual college presentations



Add College to the “Colleges I’m Applying to”

 This is the section where students will spend most of their time.

 You must complete this section in order to request letters of 

recommendation and transcripts.

 You must also designate the application type within this section as 

well as indicate that you’ve applied to the school.



Important to tell us how you are applying!



Submission Types



“Colleges I’m Applying to” Dashboard

Office Materials will say "Initial Materials Submitted" when complete.

For self-report schools, you will already see this status when you add the college to your list.



Common App

 The Common App is an undergraduate college admission application 
that applicants may use to apply to any of the 800+ member colleges 
and universities.

 You can access the Common App by going to 
www.commonapp.org

 Some schools are Common App exclusive, which means they do not 
accept any application other than the Common App. Some schools 
accept both the Common App and their own individualized, web-
based application.

 We STRONGLY encourage you to apply via the Common App even if 
the college or university offers an alternate application for admission.

 Of course, this does not apply for schools who do not accept the 
Common App. To view the 800 schools that accept the Common 
App, check out the members page of the Common App website.

http://www.commonapp.org


Common App Matching

 For Common App schools, students are required to match their Common 
App and Naviance Student accounts.

 In order to match the Common App account, students must first complete 
the following steps in their Common App account:

 Complete the Education section of your Common Application

 Add at least one college to My Colleges tab

 Sign the FERPA Release Authorization

Click to watch video on common app matching.

https://www.screencast.com/users/Hobsons_Naviance/folders/eDocs/media/d5c3b682-6cd9-462b-8626-60236111aac2/embed


Non-Common App Schools

 Some colleges and universities have opted not to accept the 

Common Application. 

 Instead, they have created their own individual applications that, in 

most cases, are web-based and can be found via the school’s 

undergraduate admissions website. 

 Just because a school does not accept the Common App does not 

mean that they do not accept the transmission of important 

documents, like letters of recommendation and academic transcripts, 

through Naviance. 

 When a non-Common App school allows us to submit documents 

through Naviance, it is called Direct to Institution. A Direct to Institution 

school is designated by this symbol.



The Coalition for College

 “The Coalition was developed to improve the college 
application process for all students as they search for and 
apply to their perfect college. The platform provides a 
single, centralized toolkit for students to organize, build, and 
refine their applications to numerous institutions.”

 Free online resources/tools are available on their website: 
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/

 Over 150 institutions have joined.

 Students can choose whichever application they feel more 
comfortable with- no preference given.

 When a student applies via the Coalition, they should select that 
they are applying “Directly to the Institution” when adding a 
college to their “Colleges I’m Applying To” list Naviance Student. 
Messaging on this page will help students know to check this box..

http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


Teacher Recommendations

 Allow at least 3-4 weeks for teachers to complete their 
recommendation portion of your application!

 Students “invite” their teachers to upload and send letters of 
recommendation in two steps:

1. Provide teachers with a copy of your “TEACHER RECOMMENDATION 
INFORMATION FORM” and include on the form the deadline date of your 
first application that requires their letter of recommendation.

2. Make sure your college has been added to the “Colleges I’m Applying 
To” tab. Click on the Recommendation tab immediately below.

3. IMPORTANT: ASSIGN YOUR TEACHERS TO SPECIFIC SCHOOLS, NOT “All 
Applications”

-It is your responsibility to research which schools require a letter of recommendation on their 
website.

-If they do not ask for a letter of recommendation, they do not use it in the admissions 
process. DO NOT ASK YOUR TEACHER FOR ONE IF THIS IS THE CASE!



Adding Teacher Recommendation 

Requests on Naviance



Tracking Teacher Recommendations



Counselor Recommendations/

Secondary School Reports

 Allow at least 3-4 weeks for your counselor to complete her 

recommendation portion of your application!

 Counselors must have a completed recommendation packet in 

order to write a letter of recommendation.

 YOUR ENGLISH TEACHER WILL NOT BE PROVIDING YOUR COUNSELOR WITH 

A COPY!

 Access the counselor recommendation packet on the School 

Counseling page under departments on the Walton website (if you 

did not complete yours over the summer). Email a copy to your 

counselor 3-4 weeks before your deadline.



Requesting Transcripts: 2-Step Process

1. Add college you are applying to Naviance.
o Log onto your Naviance student account.
o Select the COLLEGES tab.
o Under COLLEGES select “Colleges I’m Applying To”
o Click on “+”, add each college/university, including application information
o Click “Add Application”

2. Go to MyPaymentsPlus and fill out the "Transcript, Fee and Request Form" and 
pay $2 per transcript.

o For Common Application documents, you MUST link your Common App account to your 
Naviance account. (An instructional video on how to do this is located on your Naviance 
homepage.)

o It is your responsibility to complete ALL parts of the above process, or transcripts will 
not be sent.

We will begin accepting transcript requests on August 26, 2020.



Details for MyPaymentsPlus

 Login to MyPaymentsPlus

 Click "Events and Activities"

 Click "Acts and Services"

 Click "Transcript, Fee, and Request Form"

 Click "Add to Cart"

 Complete the form in its entirety

 We send official high school transcripts directly to the college from Walton

 Do not choose the option "Pick Up at School"

 Click "Save"

 If you need more than one transcript, click "Add Another for Each Additional 
College"

 Checkout and Pay

https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome


Send SAT/ACT/SAT Subject Test Scores

SAT/ACT scores must be sent directly from 
the testing agencies websites.

www.collegeboard.org

www.actstudent.org

Our School’s CEEB code:  111987

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/


College Visits

Each year over 100 college admissions counselors come to Walton to present information about 

academic and special programs, admission requirements, and campus life.

 This fall, all college visits will be virtual and will occur during non-instructional time.

 College visits are open to Walton junior and senior students (only).

 Students must sign up in Naviance in advance and use the link provided to access the 

meeting.

 When attending a virtual college visits:

 Log in a few minutes before the scheduled start time.

 Set your microphone on mute, if not already set.

 Be prepared and ask thoughtful questions.

 This is your opportunity to make a good first impression and

show that you are interested in that college or university.



College Visits

 Check Naviance frequently for upcoming virtual 
college visits.

 You must sign up through your Naviance account 
at least 12 hours in advance. The College Visit link is 
located in the "What's New" section at the bottom 
right side of the Colleges homepage.

 Click on the "Register Now" tab.

 Look carefully to see if you need to register through 
an additional college link to access the virtual 
meeting link

 You will receive an email the day before your visit as 
confirmation.

 Make sure you have a link to access the virtual 
meeting in advance. Please keep track of and use 
this link to access the visit.

To register for a college visit:



Senior Parent Nights

 Senior Parent Night: College Application Process

Virtual - Monday, August 24th @ 6:30 pm

 Financial Aid Night

 Virtual - Tuesday, October 6th @ 6:30 pm



Steps to Financial Aid: FAFSA

 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

 Submitted annually by college students to determine eligibility for student 

financial aid

 Includes sections to be completed by the student and parent/guardian

 2021-2022 FAFSA goes live October 1, 2020

 Go to: FAFSA website

 Look for the “Net Price Calculator” on the college website to 

determine the Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) -- the estimated 

amount you will have to pay to attend that institution

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa


Steps to Institutional Aid: CSS Profile

 Many private colleges require the CSS Profile in addition to the FAFSA.

 Used by many Early Action/Early Decision Institutions

 CSS Profile is available October 1, 2020

 $25 Original Application Fee/One College 

 $16 for additional college/program 

 Students eligible for SAT fee waiver may receive a CSS fee waiver

 Comprehensive list of Schools: 

 http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile 



Hope Scholarship

 HOPE Scholarship:

 3.0 GPA for academic courses: Language Arts, Social Studies, Math, Science, and 
Foreign Language.

 A part of your college tuition will be covered, this amount will vary.

 Zell Miller Scholarship: 

 3.7 GPA for academic courses, 1200 on SAT (Reading and Math, 1 sitting), or 26 on 
the ACT, 1 sitting.

 All of tuition will be covered.

The Class of 2021 is required to have four rigorous courses to be eligible for the HOPE and/or Zell 
Miller Scholarship. Check www.GAFutures.org for a list of rigorous courses and other eligibility 
criteria.

You can check your HOPE GPA on WWW.GAFUTURES.ORG

http://www.gafutures.org/


Hope Grant

 The HOPE Grant Program is for students seeking a technical 

certificate or diploma, regardless of the student's high school 

grade point average or graduation date.

 The HOPE Grant Award amount will cover a portion of a 

student's tuition.

 Full-time enrollment is not required.

 Students are required to have a postsecondary cumulative  2.0 

GPA in order to maintain eligibility.



Scholarships

 Types of Scholarships: 

 Merit, Athletic, Organizational

 Check the Scholarship Resources in Naviance by clicking 
“Colleges” and then “Scholarships and Money”

 Check the College Websites and online search engines.

 Email Mrs. Gross if you are interested in applying for any of 
the announced scholarships or if you are interested in a 
scholarship in which you must be nominated by Walton.



In  Naviance Student, click on the “x2VOL” link under 

Resources at the bottom of the homepage.

X2Vol

Scroll down 

on your 

Naviance

homepage 

and click on 

the “x2VOL” 

link. 



Log Your Service Hours

Class of 2021:

• Number of approved service hours 

required to receive the graduation 

service cord has been reduced to 

150 hours

• Guidelines listed in x2Vol

• Senior deadline to submit hours for 

the 2020-2021 school year is April 

16, 2020

• The deadline for 2019-2020 service 

hours has been extended. Hours 

performed after May 25, 2019 may 

be submitted in x2Vol through 

December 1, 2020.



Creating a Personal Project



Creating a Personal Project



View Service Hour History

Questions, email Laurel.Gross@cobbk12.org

mailto:Laurel.Gross@cobbk12.org


Bridge Law

 If you’re graduating in December, you will receive a survey to complete in 

Naviance around Thanksgiving Break.

 If you’re graduating in May, you will receive this survey around Spring 

Break.

 You are required to complete this survey. Thanks!



Naviance Live Demonstration



HAVE A GREAT SENIOR YEAR!

QUESTIONS?

☺


